
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faculty of Geography and Regional Studies, University of Warsaw  

together with  

School of Public and Environmental Affairs (SPEA)  

at Indiana University Bloomington (IU)  

are pleased to announce that the application for the 2019 conference: 

EVERYTHING IN ITS PLACE – 
EMPOWERING LOCAL AND REGIONAL COMMUNITIES 

is now open 

 

This is the second of three IU-sponsored conferences focusing on local community development 

in a globalized world (2018: Berlin, Germany; 2019: Warsaw, Poland; 2020: Bloomington, IN, 

USA). 

The conference will take place at the University of Warsaw 27th–30th of June 2019, and its subject 

is inspired by a new academic field: strategic management of places. It argues that the economic 

performance of places matters just as much as firms, thus cities, regions, and states need to take 

responsibility for their performance by strategically managing what is happening in their place. It 

is emphasized that this includes not only policymakers but also businesses, non-profit 

organizations, universities, private residents, and others mandated and concerned with the 

economic performance of their place. The conference is a launching point for discussion on how 

different actors can influence the strategic management places process, with particular attention 

for Central and Eastern Europe countries capabilities. 

  



PLENARY SPEAKERS 

David Audretsch – Everything in its place: Entrepreneurship and the strategic management of 
cities, regions, and states 

His research is focused on the links between entrepreneurship, government policy, innovation, 

economic development, and global competitiveness. He is a Distinguished Professor and the 

Ameritech Chair of Economic Development and Director of the Institute for Development 

Strategies at Indiana University. He is also a Research Fellow of the Centre for Economic Policy 

Research (London). 

Bob Kravchuk – Government communication: critical public communication tasks 

Known in the fields of public administration and public finances. He is Professor and Director of the 

Master of Public Affairs program at the Indiana University School of Public and Environmental 

Affairs. Since 2008 he is also a Research Fellow of University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, Center 

for Slavic, Eurasian, and East European Studies. 

Paweł Swianiewicz – Recent and contemporary trends in European studies of local government 

and local politics 

His research is concentrated on local government in Poland and more widely in Central-Eastern 

Europe, particularly on decentralization processes, local policy, territorial reforms as well as on 

comparative studies of local government systems in European countries. He is a Professor at the 

University of Warsaw, the head of the Department of Local Development and Policy, Faculty of 

Geography and Regional Studies.  

 

THEMATIC SESSIONS 

1. Territorial marketing of European regions and cities  
Coordinators: Sylwia Dudek-Mańkowska, Anna Dąbrowska 

2. Government communication: Building of economic development territorial coalitions 
Coordinator: Filipe Teles 

3. Government communication: Engaging citizens 
Coordinator: Centre for Social Innovation and Research “Shipyard” 

4. Government communication in the multi-level political system – a case of regional policy 
Coordinators: Joanna Krukowska and Piotr Żuber 

5. European comparative research 
Coordinator: Paweł Swianiewicz 

6. Metropolitan governance  
Coordinator: Marta Lackowska 

7. Territorial reform 
Coordinator: Paweł Swianiewicz 

8. Local public finance  
Coordinator: Julita Łukomska 

9. Flood risk management and spatial planning 
Coordinator: Artur Magnuszewski 

10. Ecosystem services: linking the human and the ecological perspectives  
      Coordinators: Marta Derek and Sylwia Kulczyk 

 



 

The conference has a unique agenda. Each thematic session starts with a speech of an SPEA 

member and Practitioner of Polish local government. We would like to invite Academics willing to 

present their research during thematic sessions, but also those who want to participate as debaters 

or listeners.  

Conference organizers have the ambition to establish long-lasting cooperation between Polish and 

American academia in the field of local government studies. We aim to integrate different 

Universities’ Academics with other scholarly organizations’ representatives. Therefore there is no 

conference fee, the only formal requirement is to register for the conference participant list. 

Participants with an accepted paper have priority in participating in the conference. For 

applications without a paper decides the order of registration. Persons submitting an abstract are 

asked for indicating if they want to participate in the conference in the case of rejection an abstract. 

In this case, their application will be accepted until half of the number of free places is filled up. 

The accepted participant will receive an invitation by e-mail. 

We encourage to upload abstracts in the thematic sessions. Coordinators will review them and give 

remarks together with the final decision. We expect exciting presentations and discussions. The 

organizers are also responsible for the edition of Miscellanea Geographica – Regional Studies on 

Development journal – the best papers will be directly invited for the submission to the journal by 

thematic editor Katarzyna Szmigiel-Rawska who will review submitted abstracts and papers. 

Please upload abstracts to one of the thematic sessions (maximum 250 words) on the website: 

http://wgsr.uw.edu.pl/empowering-communities no later than 15thof March 2019 15th of April 2019. 

The authors will be notified about the acceptance no later than 31st of March 2019 30th of April 2019.  

Final papers should be submitted no later than 15th of May 2019.  

Please feel free to forward the announcement above to your colleagues, your graduate students, 

or any interested researchers and practitioners.  

 

For any enquiries regarding the programme, please contact: k.szmigiel@uw.edu.pl 

For all general enquiries, please contact: conference2019.wgsr@uw.edu.pl 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the conference! 

Sincerely, 

The Organizing Committee  

http://wgsr.uw.edu.pl/empowering-communities/

