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FORWORD

Wa r saw is one of the ol dest cen tre of geo gra p hi cal re se arch on the Po lish
ter ri to ry. The first at tempt to esta b lish the de pa r t ment of ge o gra p hy was made
as soon as in the ei g h ties of the 19th cen tu ry but it was ni ne ty ye ars ago, in the
1918, when the De pa r t ment of Ge o gra p hy was bro ught into exi sten ce,
fo un ded by ge o gra p hers and ge o gra p hy en t hu siasts con ne c ted to Wa r saw.
Yet it is not the only an ni ver sa ry worth men tio ning: ano t her de pa r t ment – the
De pa r t ment of An thro po geograp hy – was fo un ded se ven ty ye ars ago (1938),
and thi r ty ye ars ago (1977) the Uni ve r si ty of Wa r saw was the first uni ve r si ty
in Po land with the ne w ly ope ned fa cu l ty of ge o gra p hy (the Fa cu l ty of
Ge o gra p hy and Re gio nal Stu dies). And last but not le ast the year 2008 is the
hun dredth an ni ver sa ry of the pro fes sor Je rzy Kondracki’s birth – a per son of
ex tre me me rit for the Wa r saw aca de mic ge o gra p hy to which he de di ca ted all
his life, wor king at the Uni ve r si ty over si x ty ye ars.

The ju bi lee of the De pa r t ment of Geography’s exi sten ce at the Uni ve r si ty 
of Wa r saw is an op por tu ni ty to ap pra i se the de ve lo p ment of ge o gra p hy
hi t he r to and to sti mu la te a di s cus sion abo ut the fu tu re of our branch in the
in fo r ma tion so cie ty era sin ce the abo ve men tion anni ve r sa ries co in ci de with
the 4th Fo rum of Po lish Ge o gra p hers (or ga ni zed in May 2008 at the Fa cu l ty
of Ge o gra p hy and Re gio nal Stu dies of the Uni ve r si ty of Wa r saw in the
co o pe ra tion with Com mit tee of the Geo gra p hi cal Scien ces of the Po lish
Aca de my of Scien ces). The le i t mo tiv of this year’s fo rum will be the role of
ge o gra p hy in the re gio nal stu dies. This is sue holds a si g ni fi cant po si tion in the 
ge o gra p hic ou t put at the Uni ve r si ty of Wa r saw, both in the fra me work of the
physical and of the human geography.

We take the op por tu ni ty of the abo ve men tio ned ju bi le es to de di ca te the
con se cu ti ve, 40th vo lu me to the hi sto ry of the ge o gra p hy at the Uni ve r si ty of
Wa r saw and to bio gra p hies of emi nent pro fes sors of the Uni ve r si ty of
Wa r saw to ge t her with few ot her re se arch wor kers me ri to rio us for the Faculty.

The pre sent vo lu me be gins with the com pre hen si ve cha p ter de di ca ted to
the hi sto ry of ge o gra p hy in the Wa r saw re se arch cen tre writ ten by the
Pro fes sor An drzej Ri chling, the lon g - term (6 terms) Dean of the Fa cu l ty.
Ge o gra p hy has al wa ys been mul tip le- nuc lei in the ca pi tal city: be fo re the
World War II it de ve lo ped at the Wa r saw Scho ol of Eco no mics, at the Free
Po lish Pu b lic Uni ve r si ty, and at the Uni ve r si ty of Wa r saw; af ter 1945 at the



Uni ve r si ty of Wa r saw, at the Wa r saw Scho ol of Eco no mics, and at the Po lish
Aca de my of Scien ces. In 1918 also the first Po lish Ge o gra p hic So cie ty
ori gi na ted in Wa r saw with its still re ma i ning seat at the Fa cu l ty of Geography
and Regional Studies.

In 1939 in the two ge o gra p hic de pa r t ments at the Uni ve r si ty of Wa r saw
wor ked no more than eight pe o p le - the dy na mic de ve lo p ment of ge o gra p hy
at the Uni ve r si ty was yet to take pla ce af ter the World War II. Un til
1939 twen ty - fi ve master’s di p lo mas in ge o gra p hy were is su ed, as well as
ap pro xima te ly twen ty teacher’s di p lo mas; eight do cto ra tes and one
ha bi li ta tion pro ce du re was co m p le ted. The nu m ber of re se arch wor kers
(202 pe o p le) was the hi g hest at the be gin ning of the Faculty’s exi sten ce and
now has been di mi ni s hed to 165 pe o p le, mo st ly be ca u se of re du c tion of the
an cil la ry wor kers nu m ber. 1389 master’s di p lo mas were is su ed be twe en
1946 and 1977 and al most twi ce that much (3214) in the fol lo wing thi r ty
ye ars (1977–2007). Be twe en 1946 and 1977 fo r ty -e ight pe o p le were
pro mo ted do cto ra tes and fi f te en co m p le ted ha bi li ta tion pro ce du res. In the
next thi r ty ye ars the re spe c ti ve nu m bers were 147 and 46. The li bra ry
col le c tion ex pan ded from 4,000 items in 1939 to 63,000 items in 1954 and
304,000 items in 2006.

The fu r t her part of the pre sent vo lu me co m pri ses the bio gra p hies of
sevente en re se arch wor kers, in clu ding f our te en pro fes sors of the Uni ve r si ty
of Wa r saw, from Sta nis³aw Len ce wicz to the la te ly de ce a sed. The tur bu lent
hi sto ry of the 20th cen tu ry al lo wed few of them to as so cia te in scien ti fic terms
exc lu si ve ly with the geo gra p hi cal cen tre of the Wa r saw Uni ve r si ty.
Ou t stan ding among them were wi t ho ut do ubt Sta nis³aw Len ce wicz and Je rzy
Kon dra cki, who se pro fi les, to ge t her with the co m p le te lists of works, are
ope ning the bio gra p hi cal part. The re ma i ning pro fi les are pre sen ted in
chro no lo gi cal or der of taking up the post at the University.

The ge o gra p hic re se arch cen tres of Wa r saw and Cra cow have been
bon ded in a spe cial way. Al t ho ugh the Wa r saw aca de mic cen tre was fo un ded
by the ge o gra p hers as so cia ted with Wa r saw, the first can di da te for the unit
di re c tor was the pro fes sor Lu do mir Sa wi cki from the Ja giel lo nian Uni ve r si ty
(ho we ver the Ge r man oc cu pa tion au t ho ri ties didn’t ap pro ve his can di da tu re
un der a pre text of his Au strian ci ti zen s hip). The gra du a tes of the Cra cow
Alma Ma ter, with the most emi nent Sta nis³aw Le sz czy cki, pre va il among the
pro fes sors only pa r tial ly bon ded with the Wa r saw aca de mic cen tre. Also the
fu tu re pro fes sors of the Ja giel lo nian Uni ve r si ty wor ked pre vio u s ly at the
Uni ve r si ty of Wa r saw: An to ni Wrzo sek, Jan Flis, and Jó zef Sza fla r ski.
Bo g dan Za bo r ski and Bar ba ra Obrêb ska- Star klo wa, gra du a tes of the
Uni ve r si ty of Wa r saw, were the He ads of the Cra cow de pa r t ments. It ex p la ins 
why Wa r saw and Cra cow are con ten ding to ge t her for the jo int or ga ni za tion of 
the con se cu ti ve re gio nal con fe ren ce of the In ter na tio nal Geo gra p hi cal Union
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in 2014. The ca pi tal city suc ces s ful ly ho sted one of the In ter na tio nal
Geo gra p hi cal Union Con gress in 1934, when to urs to Cra cow and the Tatra
Mountains, among the others, were organized for its participants. 

Ac cor din gly to the agre ed sche me, each bio gra p hy con ta ins in fo r ma tion
abo ut the life and scien ti fic, edu ca tio nal, and orga ni za tio nal work of our
pre de ces sors, a list of re le vant bib lio gra p hic stu dies, and a list of cho sen
re fe ren ces from each person’s scien ti fic ou t put. The pre sent vo lu me stands
for an im po r tant do cu men ta ry ma te rial as some in fo r ma tion in clu ded in the
re fe ren ce has ne ver been pu b li s hed before.

The mot to of this is sue is: non omnis mo riar. We want to save the
me mo ry of tho se who de pa r ted, and not only the ir me mo ry as scien tists but
also as per so na li ties with the ir qu a li ties and the ir sho r t co mings gi ving them
a hu man di men sion. Our wish is to hand down the kno w le d ge abo ut our
predecessors’ con tri bu tion to the de ve lo p ment of ge o gra p hy to the ir
suc ces sors, espe cial ly to the yo un gest ge ne ra tion of ge o gra p hers, who will
con ti nue the de ve lo p ment of the ge o gra p hic idea in the future.

The ma jo ri ty of the pro fi les was ela bo ra ted by as so cia tes or di s ci p les of
the ho no u red ge o gra p hers of the Uni ve r si ty of Wa r saw. In some ca ses the
co m pi la tions are ba sed only upon ot her pu b li ca tions or upon ma te rials
pro vi ded by the fa mi lies, for which the edi tors wi s hes to ex press sincere
thanks.

An drzej Li so wski
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